


June 2011
Dear families,


Hooray for the Herons!  Even though the school year is barely over, there are already ideas percolating for the year ahead and, believe it or not, I am excited for September.  Should we build a house?  Create a giant globe? Visit ancient Rome?  Travel down a river?  What a year we’ll have together.

Your child has reached a remarkable age.  Fourth and fifth graders are becoming so capable and they are so excited about the thinking and learning they can do.  Our job as their teachers is to provide the environment and support they need to make real things happen.  The sheer joy they feel as they exercise their new leadership and thinking skills is contagious.  It is a privilege to be a part of that as educators.


There's far too much to cover here in this letter (and, indeed, during our brief curriculum night meeting in September) so we'd like to propose a meeting prior to the beginning of school.  This will be a time to talk about logistics such as communication, homework expectations, the tentative calendar, snack, routines at Prairie Creek and a bit about our classroom philosophy.  We'll also answer any questions or concerns you might have.  This meeting will just be for parents, not students.  We’ll meet on Thursday, September 1 at 7:00 PM in the 4/5 classrooms at Prairie Creek. Mark your calendar now.  Please note, this meeting does not replace our curriculum night meeting -- it will allow us to address logistical issues before the year begins so that our curriculum meeting can focus on just that, curriculum.


There’s also a little homework assignment that we’d like you to complete prior to the meeting on September 1.  Please fill out the biography questionnaire about your child in this packet, even if your child was in the Herons last year.  This information is invaluable to us and helps us formulate goals for the year for your child and it helps us get the most from even the first few weeks of school.



We are asking each family to contribute $32 in order to purchase the custom made book we will use all year to record and organize our learning.  The rest of our supply list is very short.  The items on the list are the ones that you can buy more cheaply than we can. 

At the 4/5 level, we do the majority of our communication via e-mail and our blog (http://prairiecreek.typepad.com/herons.)  Fourth grade parents, I will use last year’s directory to construct a new e-mail list.  If you have a new e-mail address or additional e-mail addresses you would like me to use for Herons communications, please e-mail me at michelle.martin123@gmail.com.


If you have any questions or concerns as the summer continues, don’t hesitate to e-mail.  In July and August, my access to e-mail isn’t quite as regular but I’ll check when I can.

We’re very excited to see you all.  Enjoy the rest of your summer.  See you at our school picnic on September 2!
Sincerely,

Michelle
P.S.  Please read and pass along to your child the letter for them in this packet.  In my letter to them, I encourage them to read every day, write often and practice their math facts every day.   Please help them set up a routine to support this.  It makes a big difference in September.

mm

Biography Questionnaire   Child’s Name _____________

These questions are meant only as a guideline.  Please feel free to fill in this page or use your own format.  Thank you again for completing this important biography.

1.  What do you see as your child's greatest strength?

2.  How would you describe your child as a reader?

3.  How would you describe your child as a mathematician?

4.  What does your child enjoy doing in his or her free time?

5.  How would you describe your child's learning style at this time?  Does he or she learn by doing, by looking, by hearing, by reading?

6.  How do you see your child socially at this time?  Does he or she like to be in groups?  Does he or she have one close friend?  Is he or she comfortable working alone?

7.  How do you see your child’s physical development/growth/fitness level? Does your child enjoy physical challenges? Are there any physical limitations of which I should be aware? Does your child have any food allergies or other physical problems of which I should be aware? (e.g. asthma, peanut or bee allergies, diabetes etc.) 
8.  What do you think motivates your child?

9.  What are your child's greatest challenges academically (i.e. what do they find most difficult, what do you feel you have to push them to do)?

10.  How do you envision your child growing in the coming year?

11.  What are your thoughts about homework at this age?

Please use the remaining space for anything else you feel I should know about your child.  Your child's biography is confidential and will be seen by only me.  Thank you.

Dear Herons,


I hope that you have plans for a great summer.  I’m looking forward to visiting Yellowstone Park in a few weeks.  My children James, Hal and Hazel are busy planning out our trip – hopefully it won’t involve too many grizzly bears.


This summer during your adventures, I’d like for you to look for a map to share with the Herons in the first days of school.  It can be a map of a place you’ve gone – or one you’d like to go.  It can be an old map or a satellite map.  It can be one that others have created or one that you’ve made.  It can be of a very large place or a very small one.  If you want to bring in more than one, that’s fine, too.


Don’t let September sneak up on you!  Read every day, write often (I collect postcards!) and practice your math facts every day.  This will make a HUGE difference in your confidence on the first day of school.

Finally, I hope you can come by school for our picnic lunch on September 2nd.  You’ll meet new and old friends and have a chance to check out our classroom.  You can also drop off your supplies if you like.

See you soon (but not too soon)!

Michelle

P.S.  You can send postcards to the school (27695 Denmark Ave. Northfield, MN 55057) or my house (201 Madison St. S., Northfield, MN 55057)
Things You Need for Our First Day:

· Reading book
· School supplies (keep your optional notebook and sketching pen separate)
· Snack (small, dry, easy to eat as you work)
· Map (see second paragraph above)
Inside shoes (you should always have a good pair of running shoes at school so that you can do your best work at P.E.)

· Supply List – Herons 2011
· $32 to cover the cost of our custom made workbook

· Narrow markers or wide markers (choose one or both)

· 1 pair scissors (“adult” scissors are fine)

· Glue Sticks (we use lots of these)

· 3 dozen pencils (or more) – if possible not the super cheap ones that are in all the stores for “Back to School.”  These don’t have leads that are centered and we end up having to throw away many that don’t sharpen.

· 1 large eraser or pack of pencil top erasers

· 1 Writer’s Notebook (optional)

· 1 Special Pen or sketching pencil – for writing special thoughts or sketching in your nature journal.  This pen stays in your bin and is your personal property.

· 4th grade only:  Nature journal from last year (if you have filled yours up, we’ll have a way for you to buy a new one in September)

Useful “extras” you can donate:  

· Expo Markers (other dry erase markers don’t erase, sadly)

· Post-its (no need for brand name)

ITEMS TO BRING YOUR FIRST DAY:

· Reading book (we start each day with Independent reading – e-mail us if you would like a suggestion!)

· School Supplies

· Inside Shoes

· Small, healthy, dry snack that you can eat while you work.  You’ll be able to eat your snack whenever you need it in the morning.

